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Happy New Year to you all!

We bring you good tidings 

of great joy! Not on par with 

the birth of the Messiah, but 

great news indeed. On the 

7th December, 2022, the 

Chinese mainland removed 

most of its strict precautions 

for domestic Covid-19 

management. This means no 

more pesky health checks, 

no more Covid tests, and 

no more QR code scanning 

when travelling in China or 

entering public places.

Though those policies 

mainly apply to Chinese 

mainlanders, CCSM are 

cautiously optimistic about 

2023, as this is a very 

positive indication that China 

is close to reopening. 

In December 2022, China 

reduced 

the length of entry quarantine 

from 14 days to five days. 

PU letters for work visas 

were dropped and student 

visas and family reunion 

visas began to be processed. 

Pre-flight health check 

requirements reduced to just 

one PCR test within 48 hours 

of departure. Flight itineraries 

are now permitted to have 

more than one stopover. The 

circuit breaker rule (which 

temporarily banned flights 

that had too many positive 

Covid cases) was ended. 

Travel  
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There were rumours that 

quarantine requirements 

for entering China would 

cease after January 9th, 

2023, but China Highlights 

predicted a steadier 

transition to reopening 

(the traditional Chinese 

way). Their prediction was 

that re-opening is more 

likely to be in the second 

quarter.  So start making 

your travel plans for June 

2023!

Something to note for 

the year ahead -  world 

leaders have signed 

a G20 Bali Leaders' 

Declaration committing to 

“capitalize and build on 

the success of the existing 

standards and digital 

COVID-19 certificates.” 

This is understood to 

be the development of 

a global Covid Vaccine 

Passport. 

The G20, which is made 

up of the twenty largest 

economies of the world, 

have determined to 

prohibit the movement 

of the unvaccinated or 

untested. The intent is 

that businesses and 

people will be able to 

remain open and all 

the World's vaccinated 

population will be free 

to move during the next 

pandemic.

Indonesia's Health 

Minister Budi Gunadi 

Sadikin said that a Digital 

Health Certificate using 

World Health Organisation 

standards would be 

introduced during the next 

World Health Assembly in 

Geneva in May.

 
A little about CCSM...

“Be a reporter for us,” said a house church leader to Ross Paterson (CCSM Founder) on his 
first trip to China in 1983.  Ross took that as his initial mandate from the Lord – to raise in 
the West awareness of China’s needs and to prompt intercessory prayer. At this time very 

little was known about the church in China.

A further plea came on that same first visit to China. “We desperately need books and 
sound foundational teaching.” 

Today CCSM is adapting to the times to meet this call and continues to work closely with 
Chinese believers to meet the needs of such a rapidly growing Church. There are still 

millions of people in China who have never heard about Jesus.

The G20 Summit was held in 

Indonesia in November 2022 

and China is one of the G20 

nations.
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It is very difficult to 
believe that China's 
protests were not 
anticipated. 

Citizens were clearly 

manoeuvred to the brink 

of human tolerance, even 

to the point where they 

endangered their lives by 

publicly protesting.  

We may speculate over 

the reasons for the 

prolonged lockdowns, 

or try to guess what the 

leadership has learned, 

but we can be sure of one 

thing - the protests have 

effected a fundamental 

turning point in Chinese 

thought, especially among 

the younger generation.

Dubbed with the title 'little 

emperors', most of this 

generation are of single 

child families.  Having 

grown up in a time of 

relative prosperity and 

peace, they are ambitious 

and materialistic.  At the 

same time, they have 

been raised by the state to 

be devoid of spiritual life, 

mistrustful of foreigners, 

being steeped in 

propaganda and patriotic 

pride. 

Covid lockdowns have 

rattled them. It has offered 

them time to think and 

question. They have 

experienced loss of 

control, loneliness and 

depression. Roughly 

20% of young people are 

unemployed.

Li Yuan, a Mandarin 

speaking journalist who 

has worked for both 

Xinhua and the New 

York Times, shared with 

TheChinaProject her 

conversations with young 

people in China. What she 

revealed is a profound 

change in the Chinese 

people's world-view. 

Some takeaways from the 

interview are:

The value of freedom has 

inflated. It has suddenly 

become more important. 

Previously, relinquishing 

civil liberty was seen as 

a small price to pay for 

peace and prosperity. The 

lockdowns have led to 

questioning the goodwill 

of the Party. With time on 

their hands, and a feeling 

of being abandoned by 

their government, people 

began to discuss and 

even to look into, other 

assertions of political 

Covid lockdowns 

have offered them 

time to think and 

question. 

Evolution of Empathy
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overreach.

Previously, violations of 

humans rights, such as 

arbitrary detainments 

in Xinjiang's mass re-

education camps, had 

been ignored, or were 

even lauded. Now the tune 

is changing. Li Yuan said 

some of her friends were 

saying, "When the 'Iron 

Face' of the government 

falls to you, you realise 

what it is like to be 

persecuted or to be the 

victim." The feeling is that 

since Xinjiang is true, what 

would stop it happening 

to you? Empathy with the 

people of Hong Kong and 

Xinjiang is developing, 

a significant change in a 

society that had learnt to 

turn a blind eye toward 

things that did not affect 

them or their family 

directly.

The ubiquitous government 

fear-mongering with 

the danger of "foreign 

forces" has become a 

public mockery, the brunt 

of jokes. People with 

political views have been 

emboldened to share 

their views as they realise 

that others actually have 

opinions too. They no 

longer keep silent because 

of a sense of isolation. 

This generation are from 

parents who learned 

decades ago, through 

a very hard lesson, not 

to question or complain 

against the Party. 

Participants in the protests 

may now be seeing 

through more informed 

eyes, but they are unlikely 

to see any reduction 

in the Party's grip. The 

lockdowns are ending, but 

the helmsman looks to 

be holding course toward 

more control.

Nevertheless, 

conversations have 

opened up to some  

degree. And while 

empathy is warm, and 

the perception of 'foreign 

infiltration' is now less 

threatening, or indeed 

even realistic, people may 

be more open to talking 

candidly to their Christian 

friends and neighbours. 

And just maybe, they will 

begin the search for Truth.

The ubiquitous 

government fear-

mongering with the 

danger of "foreign 

forces" has become a 

public mockery, the 

brunt of jokes.
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Closed Door Trial for 
Church Elder                 

Zhang Chunlei , an 

elder of Ren'ai (Love) 

Reformed Church was 

tried on the 29th Nov 

2022 in Guiyang city, 

Guizhou Province. The 

trial lasted 6 hours and 

his wife and supporters 

were not permitted to 

attend.  The entrance 

of the court was heavily 

guarded. 

Elder Zhang Chunlei was 

one of the 458 pastors 

and leaders that signed 

the Declaration for the 

Sake of the Christian 

Faith penned by Pastor 

Wang Yi of Early Rain 

Covenant Church in 

defense of separation 

of church and state and 

freedom of belief. Wang 

Yi is currently serving 

nine years in jail. 

Like Early Rain, Ren'ai 

Reformed Church 

refused to join the TSPM, 

and was subsequently 

raided twice. It was 

as Chunlei visited the 

police station 

to inquire after 

those arrested 

in the second raid on 

March 16, 2021, that he 

himself was taken into 

custody. He was later 

charged with fraud and 

inciting subversion of 

state power. Charges of 

'fraud' brought against 

house church leaders 

in China, usually 

relate to what would 

be considered normal 

handling of church 

donations. However, 

donations to churches 

outside the state church 

system are currently 

considered illegal by 

Chinese law.

Hunted, Harassed, 
Banned and Beaten

When the religious 

crackdown began 

in earnest in 2018, 

Xunsiding Church 

of Xiamen in Fujian 

Province was a 

congregation that refused 

to give up meeting 

together. They constantly 

changed their meeting 

places but police 

quickly managed to find 

them no matter where 

they met - whether in 

residential buildings, 

office buildings, hotels or 

by the sea. One by one, 

their branches were shut 

down. 

But raids, beatings 

and arrests have not 

diminished their desire 

to stay in fellowship.  

In May 2019, Church 

members were fined 

25,000 yuan (US$3,400) 

and the leadership. 

Pastor Yang Xibo, and 

his wife Wang Xiaofei 

were fined 200,000 

yuan (US$27,000). They 

couple contested the 

fines, but the penalties 

were upheld by the court.

The Xunsiding house 

church network goes 

back over 100 years 

and is no a stranger to 

persecution.  In fact,  the 

Pastor Yang Xibo's aunt 

from the Chinese Church...

NEWS BRIEFS
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and father both served 15 

years in prison because 

they could not reconcile 

their faith with joining 

the state-led Three Self 

Patriotic  Movement. 

His aunt, Yang Xinfei, 

and his father, Pastor 

Yang Yuanzhang were 

described as the spiritual 

seniors of the network 

of house churches in 

the Xiamen region and 

Pastor Yang Xibo is a 4th 

generation preacher.

[source: ChinaAid.com]

Wa Nationality
First published December 

28, 2017

Every now and again 

we hear stories of God 

moving divinely to bring 

the gospel to unreached 

groups. One such 

story is of an American 

Baptist missionary who 

was posted to the Shan 

territory in Burma (now 

Myanmar) in the late 

1880s. His name was 

William Marcus Young 

and he prayed fervently 

for a large harvest. At 

the same time, in the 

mountains of Yunnan 

further north, lived an 

oracle named Pu Chan 

and he was a decedent 

of a royal line of prophets 

of the ‘True God’ to his 

people, the Wa.

The people knew nothing 

about this mysterious god 

but Wa tradition foretold 

that one day the True 

God would be revealed to 

them.

The Wa were, at that 

time, a ferocious head 

hunting tribal group who 

lived across the border 

between China’s Yunnan 

Province and Myanmar. 

They practiced animism 

and ancestor worship 

including human and 

animal sacrifice. A little 

like the Biblical prophet 

Elijah 'preparing the 

way', the oracle told his 

people to give up their 

evil practices and live 

moral lives if they wanted 

the True God to reveal 

himself. One day he gave 

his disciples a white pony 

and told them that if they 

followed it, it would lead 

them to find the True God. 

They followed the pony 

for 200 miles and it lead 

them straight to the very 

mission house of William 

Young who was digging a 

well. The disciples asked 

Young if he would tell the 

Wa about the True God. A 

One day he gave his 

disciples a white pony 

and told them that 

if they followed it, it 

would lead them to 

find the True God.

"
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There is a general 
understanding that 
Christians in China 
from unregistered 
churches are unable 
to meet together, and 
that believers cannot 
evangelise unless 
inside an official 
church venue.  

The authorities are 

actively hunting for the 

remaining unregistered 

congregations that 

continue to operate, 

and those reaching 

out to share their faith 

risk fines, detainment 

or other punishments. 

New laws have banned 

religion from all but 

authorised Christian 

websites and licensed 

clergy.

That is the general 

narrative.  Yet China is 

a land of contradictions. 

Time and again the 

standard narrative is 

proven inadequate in 

explaining the more 

complex situation on the 

ground.

Indeed, during 

2022, China's online 

environment become 

much more restrictive 

for Christians. New 

regulations require 

that any preaching 

must be by licensed 

clergy and the sharing 

of religious content by 

organizations that have 

obtained an "Internet 

Religious Information 

Service License." 

Since March 1, 2022, 

house churches have 

seen their WeChat 

accounts vanish, and 

their websites shut 

Night is Not 
Here

 continued on pg 11 >>

full account of this amazing 

story can be read in Don 

Richardson’s book ‘Eternity 

in their Hearts’.

Young moved to China in 

the 1920’s.  By 1948, over 

22, 000 Wa in China had 

been baptised. Marcus 

Vincent Young, William 

Young’s son, went on to 

translate the New Testament 

into the Wa language in 

1938. The Wa translation 

of the Old Testament, 

along with an updated 

Wa translation of the New 

Testament, was worked 

on for over a decade by a 

team of Wa translators, and 

was published in 2005. One 

report now has the number 

of Wa Christians at over 

75,000. (source: Operation 

China by Paul Hattaway). 

The total population of Wa in 

China is around 375,000. 

In recent years, the 

Chinese Government has 

allocated a large budget 

towards infrastructure 

and subsidizing modern 

housing in the ethnic Wa 

Autonomous County. The 

traditional thatched bamboo 

Wa housing is two storied 

with pigs and chickens 

on the ground floor. The 

housing upgrade to modern 

brick houses, even with the 

subsidy’s assistance, still 

requires a large financial 
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down. And smaller state-

sanctioned churches 

have struggled to meet 

the strict requirements to 

obtain a permit.

Digging deeper, we ask 

how strictly have the new 

rules been enforced?  At 

the moment, it appears 

that efforts are largely 

focused on individuals 

or organisations that 

have been critical of the 

government's policies. 

Believers in China that 

spoke with CCSM, 

indicated that they 

were not self-censoring 

in their private emails 

or small group Zoom 

communications and 

so far have been able 

to continue as usual. 

Time will tell if this is the 

pattern of the future. 

And if you thought that 

unregistered Christians 

were frozen with 

apprehension and have 

stopped working, you 

would be mistaken. In 

reality, many Christians 

are continuing in their 

service to God, doing 

more despite the risks, 

than many Christians in 

the free West. Our hats 

are off to them.

To give a few 

examples...

 Dr. Wang is a surgeon 

who runs not one, but 

two, online Bible youth 

groups.

A doctor of Chinese 

medicine, living on the 

East Coast, dispenses 

the gospel to all her 

patients. And she travels 

at the weekends into 

neighbouring provinces 

to evangelise.

A group participates in 

an online church (hosted 

offshore). Testimonies 

and sharing are an 

important part of their 

meeting. Children join 

in. The group brings 

together the East and 

West to worship together 

and encourage each 

other. Five new believers 

were recently baptised.

These Christians have 

not given up on their 

commitment to the Great 

Commission. They are 

by no means paralyzed 

by fear. 

In the words of Jesus:

"We must perform the 

deeds of the one who 

sent Me as long as it is 

daytime. 

Night is coming when no 

one can work."  [John 

9:4]

Night may be coming, 

but it is clearly not here 

yet!  

The Chinese Church 

may be somewhat 

hampered, but it will 

never be silenced. 

Seeing these believers 

unfazed, bold and 

dedicated is an 

encouragement to 

believers in other 

countries, a large 

number of which 

themselves are 

commencing a descent 

toward censorship, 

restrictions and 

persecution.  

 

(Names altered for security.) 

PREFER VIDEO? 
Visit:  www.youtube.com/@ccsmnz
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PRAYER POINTS #3PRAYER POINTS #2PRAYER POINTS #1

TRAVEL PLANS 2023 

Pray that China's 

reopening to the rest 

of the world will not be 

delayed.

Pray that people that 

plan to go (or return) to 

China to serve will be 

able to obtain all the 

documents they require 

and that God will make 

provision for them 

and make their way 

smooth.

Pray that God will 

provide ways to share 

the gospel in China 

despite the increased 

challenges.

EVOLUTION OF 

EMPATHY

Pray that Chinese people 

that seek for truth will not 

be withheld from finding it. 

Pray that Christians 

will be sensitive to their 

friends and neighbours 

and will be ready to share 

the reason for their peace 

and hope.

Thank God that Han 

Chinese are gaining 

empathy for Uyghur 

people and fellow citizens 

that have suffered loss of 

freedom.

Pray for peace in China.

NEWS 

BRIEFS

John 15:19 "If you were of 

the world, the world would 

love its own but because 

you are not of the world, 

but I chose you out of the 

world, therefore the world 

hates you."

Pray for members and 

leaders of China's 

unregistered churches 

who are enduring 

harassment, unjust 

accusations, beatings, 

losses, imprisonment, 

separation and fines 

because of their faith. 

Pray that church 

members will be able to 

find good teaching and 

safe fellowship.

Join us in prayer for the church of China.  
Cut out this month’s prayer points and  

keep them in your Bible.

Prayer Points
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PRAYER POINTS #6PRAYER POINTS #5PRAYER POINTS #4

WA NATIONALITY

Thank God that He 

desires people from every 

tribe and tongue to know 

Him.

Thank Him for the 

miraculous events in the 

story of the white pony 

that made the salvation 

message available to the 

Wa people.

Pray that the literacy of 

the Wa will improve and 

that they will gain a better 

comprehension of God’s 

Word.

Pray that the Wa will not 

forget the True God who 

revealed himself to them 

and that they will be bold 

in sharing their knowledge 

of Him.

NIGHT IS NOT HERE

Praise God that He is 

watching over His church 

in China.

Pray that God will lead 

His labourers to those that 

are thirsty.

Pray that Christians will 

be able to continue to 

share the Good News 

among China's millions.

Pray that believers in the 

West will be encouraged 

and strengthened by the 

witness of the Chinese 

Church.

WEARY THE 

SAINTS

Prayer Points

Pray for Christians 

suffering hostility 

from their family, their 

community, their work, 

their schools, or from 

authorities because of 

their faith.

Pray for Church leaders 

that are growing weary.

Pray that believers will be 

comforted, directed and 

emboldened by the Holy 

Spirit.

“With every prayer and petition, pray at all times in the 
Spirit, and to this end be alert, with all perseverance and 

requests for all the saints.”  [Eph 6:18, NET]

Serving, Supporting & Strengthening  

the Church and People of China

Prayer Points
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There will be a time 

when the Anti-Christ (in- 

the-place-of-Christ) is 

revealed. The Bible tells 

us in Daniel 7:25  that he 

"shall speak pompous 

words against the Most 

High, shall persecute the 

saints of the Most High, 

and shall intend to change 

times and law. Then the 

saints shall be given into 

his hand for a time and 

times and half a time.” 

(NKJV).

God does not warn His 

church in order to make 

them afraid, but that they 

will not be discouraged!  

Jesus told his disciples, 

"I have told you all these 

things so that you will not 

fall away." [John 16 : 1].  

The Anti-Christ has not 

been revealed yet, and 

Christians know there will 

always be times when 

they will be hated for 

Christ's sake. Persecution 

comes from many sources 

- other faiths, unbelievers 

and even from among the 

Jews. Saul of Tarsus was 

an early example. But 

significant persecution 

has come from within 

the church itself. There 

are countless examples 

throughout history.

The Amplified Bible 

expounds on Daniel's 

words. It reads,  "And he 

shall speak words against 

the Most High [God] and 

shall wear out the saints of 

the Most High and think to 

change the time [of sacred 

feasts and holy days] and 

the law and the saints 

shall be given into his 

hand for a time, two times, 

and half a time [three and 

one-half years]." Daniel 

7:25 (AMP).

'Wearing out of the saints' 

is something that Chinese 

believers could certainly 

relate to.  The term not 

only alludes to physical 

persecution, but also to 

sustained assaults on the 

core of Christian faith - 

the Word. This can come 

from within or without the 

church. 

Christians can become 

worn out when:

WEARY THE SAINTS

outlay by the families. 

Often young Wa feel 

pressure to leave school 

early to seek employment 

in the cities in order to 

help provide these extra 

funds for their family. 

As a result, they do not 

reach a high level of 

proficiency in their second 

language Mandarin. 

Many find themselves 

in low paid factory work 

in the coastal cities until 

illness, injury or family 

pressures such as the 

need to provide help on 

the farm or care for aged 

parents brings them back 

to their villages. The low 

level of literacy amongst 

the Wa is a barrier to 

their understanding of 

the gospels and few 

believers even have a 

basic understanding of 

salvation.

Thankfully the last case of 

headhunting was recorded 

in the late 1970’s. The 

numerous sacrifices 

of animal livestock that 

kept Wa impoverished 

has diminished. The Wa 

Autonomous County is 

now being promoted 

as a unique tourist 

destination and there 

has been a strong focus 

on showcasing the Wa 

festivals and traditions. 

They are famous for their 

women’s hair swaying 

dance and the Dragging 

the Drum Festival.
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1. Battling to defend against 

false doctrine and pressures 

to accept compromise. 

2. Undergoing times when 

there is a famine of the 

Word, when scripture is 

censored or when few 

sound fellowships remain. 

3. Suffering attacks on 

income, quality of life, 

privacy, reputation, family, 

freedom and even life itself.

Since 2018, when the 

government began to 

increase its regulation and 

control of every aspect 

of religion, it seems as if 

each month has brought a 

new law, a new restriction, 

and more red tape for 

churches to work through. 

It has affected how people 

gather, how they can give, 

how they can serve, what 

the clergy must learn, and 

even what must be added or 

subtracted from a sermon. 

Although the focus is often 

on those that are fined or 

jailed for their faith, these 

are only a small portion 

among the wider body. As 

pray-ers, please remember 

to the Lord, the leaders in 

the church hierachy who 

must defend sound doctrine, 

elders who guard their flock 

against compromise with 

secular ideals, and others 

like the new convert now 

isolated from her fellowship 

after their church is closed. 

As the time draws near we 

will see assaults coming 

on every front. We are all 

warned so that we might 

not be discouraged. Please 

keep the Chinese Church in 

your prayers!

[Gal 6:9]  "Let us not be 

weary in doing good, for we 

will reap in due season, if 

we do not give up." 

[Rev 2:3] "I know your 

works, and your toil and 

perseverance, and that you 

cannot tolerate evil men, 

and have tested those who 

call themselves apostles, 

and they are not, and found 

them false. 

 [Heb 12:3] "For consider 

him who has endured such 

hostility from sinners against 

himself, that you do not 

grow weary, fainting in your 

souls." 
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